CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  11th JANUARY 2007.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Becki Withers :Vice Chair.

Eddie Quirk








Tim Harker



Jonny Sykes




 




David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  WCC Cllr Robert Hall,  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey, PC Mark Randle plus one parishioner.
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES :   Cllr Falla (on duty). 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.

ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 7th December 06 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.  

ITEM  4 :   
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  
4.1
Item 5.1 Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  A Licence to Cultivate was awaited from WCC.
4.2
Item 5.2 : Property Valuations for Insurance.  Nimbus Conservation Ltd of Frome had agreed to provide a free budget estimate of the basic (only) cost of replacement of the war memorial: arrangements were in hand to supply required dimensions.  This should be adequate to inform a decision on whether to meet the cost of a full survey (circa £250).  
4.3
Item 5.3:  Objection to BT Pole at Cadley Green.  The Chair read the response to the Councils objection dated 4 Jan 07 from BT OPENREACH .  In essence, whilst not dealing directly with the points made, it declined to remove/resite the pole.   The Chair would discuss with the Clerk to identify any remaining grounds for continuing the dispute.   Action Chair and Clerk
ITEM 5 :  FINANCE :  RELEASE OF GRANT TO PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE
5.1
The Chair had not yet been able to establish if this grant-in-aid was necessary.  Since it was important that this - and the related matter scheduled for decision at Item 6 of the Agenda - be resolved as soon as practicable, he proposed that a non-executive sub group should be formed to produce recommendations for acceptance at the next full Meeting on 15th February.  This was agreed :  meeting to take place on 18th January  - Councillors  Brown, Sykes, Quirk and Falla plus the Clerk to attend.  
ITEM 6 :  FINANCE :  FY 2007/08 PRECEPT – DETAILED BASIS
6.1
Action postponed till 15th February Meeting – see Item 5 above.
ITEM 7 :  
POLICE MATTERS
7.1
PC Randle was warmly welcomed and invited to provide a briefing.  With the exception of a theft from a car at Scots Poor, it was agreed that that there had been no recent criminal incidents in the Parish. As regards the introduction of the new Neighbourhood Policing arrangements,  PC Randle advised that his Team would comprise a Special Constable and a Community Support Officer: arrangements to fill the positions and train the staff were in hand it was hoped to formally deploy the new Team shortly and he hoped then to be able to ensure closer liaison than had been possible for some time.  
ITEM  8:  
TREES AT SOUTH/SE  BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW
8.1
The Clerk advised that no follow-up communication had been received from SHA since the on-site meeting on 1 December 06. It was noted that Tibbs Meadow residents had become aware of the activity on this boundary and the Clerk was asked to put an explanatory/ reassuring note in the next issue of the CHRONICLE.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 9 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
9.1
Application 55592/F Melbury Lodge – Two 2 storey extensions.  The meeting was adjourned to allow the parishioner present (Mr Johnson) to state his position on this application.  The Chair then formally read the text of his proposed comments on the application which were derived from Members views expressed at the 30th December on-site meeting.  He noted that these seemed to be generally in accord with the views of Mr Johnson.  After discussion Cllr Harker proposed acceptance of this text and that it should represent a formal objection to the application in its present form, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all. (Clerk’s afternote: the text of the response sent to KDC was subsequently copied to all Members). 
9.2
Application 55669/F  5 New Buildings : change of land use.  The Clerk advised that the papers had completed circulation well in advance of the Meeting and there were no objections/reservations notified. A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.

9.3
Application 55687/8 Scots Poor : extensive rebuild.
The Clerk advised that the papers had completed circulation well in advance of the Meeting and there were no objections/reservations notified. A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.

9.4
Application 55691/Tr  Wansdyke : tree works.
The Clerk advised that the papers had completed circulation well in advance of the Meeting and there were no objections/reservations notified. A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.

9.5
To note all received/processed since last meeting .   The Clerk read out the following : -
55438/F  Collis Farm, Upper Chute: Construct Tennis Court. No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.
55507/F  Standen Farm, Standen :  Change of barn roofing.  No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.

55531/F  New Zealand Farm : New Grain Store.  No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.

55579/Tr Old Vicarage, Upper Chute : Tree work. No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.
ITEM 10 :
PARISH STEWARD SCHEME
10.1
The Clerk reported a joint, Chute/Chute Forest, meeting with the Highways Engineer at Lower Chute to investigate the cause of recent flooding of two properties. Although the properties were in Chute Forest Parish much of the water drains off Chute Parish land.  Formal feedback is awaited but in the meantime utilities checks are being carried out to enable the Steward to dig new grips. The Clerk also summarised the position with regard to roadworks which he had reported – in essence the need had been accepted but we now awaited allocation of scarce resources (eg to suck out drains and carry out ‘hot-patching).
ITEM 11 :
PARISH EMERGENCY PLANNING
11.1
The proposal that a non-executive sub group should be formed to discuss the way ahead was agreed.  Meeting to take place on 15th January and report to next full Meeting - Councillors  Brown, Micklethwait and Harker plus the Clerk to attend.  
ITEM 12 :
AMBULANCE SERVICE RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA-BASE
12.1
Cllr Sykes advised that the review/revision work with Cllr Falla was now pretty well complete. The Clerk noted that he had approached the new regional Ambulance Service for advice of the appropriate contact but had had no response as yet.  Action Clerk
ITEM 13 :
WEB-SITE 
13.1
In Cllr Falla’s absence it was agreed to defer consideration .   Agenda action : Clerk
ITEM  14:
UNITARY AUTHORITY 
14.1
Cllr Hall (WCC) and Cllr Veasey (KDC) were invited to brief on the latest position.  In summary, KDC had already advised that they opposed formation of a Unitary Authority :  WCC had yet to take a formal position but it seemed unlikely that there would be any support for either the Unitary or Pathfinder options.  General discussion of the primary, Unitary, option then indicated a strong feeling that there were good reasons for opposition ranging from concerns over the remoteness  of such a body and the associated impoverishment of service, to major reservations over the consultants assessment of associated financial savings – let alone the financing of the bow-wave of investment which would be required. A proposal to oppose creation of a Unitary Authority was then carried without dissent (there were two abstentions on grounds of lack of adequate information to take a positive position). 
ITEM  15:
ALLOTMENTS 
15.1
Discussion of management procedures established unanimous agreement that the allotment holders should continue to have the opportunity to talk informally with Council Members and the Clerk but, for the present, anything more formal would not be productive/welcomed.  In this context, the Chair then drew attention to the position previously agreed with regard to the ‘allotments/Longview’ boundary (Clerk’s note : see minutes of 16 February 06 meeting : Item 14) 
15.2
The Chair noted that Mrs Mustey had now indicated that she wished to proceed with clearance of buildings abutting her side of the common boundary and erection of a fence.  Since this would, as previously recognised, involve removal of some building erected on the allotments, it was now time to proceed with the necessary discussions with the allotment holders.  It was agreed that the best way forward was, as a first step, for Cllr Sykes to discuss the situation and necessary actions with the de facto leading allotment holder, Mr Merrit, and report back.   Action :  Cllr Sykes
ITEM  16:
YOUTH REPRESENTATION
16.1
The Clerk read the advice elicited from WALC .  In summary, the best and most practical option was to have a ‘youth member’ of a ‘working group’ – in effect to set up a sub-group to look at matters on which a ‘youth’ view might be both useful and encourage community communications.  It was agreed that such ad-hoc arrangements were appropriate for the Parish and Cllrs Withers and Micklethwait offered to help in the process of obtaining a volunteer as required.

ITEM 17 :



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
17.1
Chute-in-Need Charity    The Chair reminded Members that they were responsible for appointment of two ‘Nominative Trustees’.  Although the current four year appointments still had some two years to run,  Mrs Pike had now left the Parish and resigned and Mr Michael Sykes, the current Chair, had asked for nomination of a replacement.  It was agreed that this should be an Agenda action for the next Meeting : the Clerk to approach one possible nominee to see if she would be prepared to accept.  Action : Clerk
17.2
FourYearly Elections   The Clerk gave detail of the timescale for actions associated with the elections scheduled for 3rd May 2007.  He advised that he had agreed with the Clerk to Chute Forest PC to publish an advance notice for both Parishes in the next issue of the CHRONICLE and asked if Members agreed that he should actively encourage candidacy rather than simply record dates.  This was agreed by all.
17.3





































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 15th February 2007 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.13.
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Signed


Dated


